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a. the end of December 1946, several Gersin Communists visite 
tha PY came: at Taganrog, USSR, and (vied bo Sign up reeruit: fe 
tye Russiar. Army. The bws were to?€ thai they would be Lnevurpe 
“sted into i German army under Gervan conaand Approxim tely 


sered, were taken avky, and iad not been heard ¢f 
Av that tine, 
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3 prisoner: deta 
Yn August 1945, PWs.at Carp wssratouy 9 gyoroximately 169 kilo- 
mojers .. of Vilna, were aged to volu:teer in German wnits 
fo: action evainst the partisens. Although they were promised 
iwew outfits und special Trawics. only twonty of the 8,000 
irisoners aerevted. in Septewrer 1946, however, 2,000 mon 
were selected. given new unifc:ms and sevarate billets. Late 
in September these troces. Lec by Soviet officers, were »ent 
to Vilkavishkis in southern Lithuania. From this area Juey 
were to proceed against partiiins in the ttoldap-Suvalki rapione 


Many of the PWs escaped during action and went over to t23 
partisans. Those who preferral not to fight with the partisans 
were guided through the lake avea to roads leading to Germany 
The partisans claimed that 2,930 German PWs had come over to 
chem and that 1,000 hed remalned to fight. Most of the ‘latter 
were Kast Prussians. Volunteirs were taken to Rastenburge and 
@ivided un among various partivan detachments whose GHQ was 
situated on the Mauer Lake in tht Scrwarzs tein area of East 
Prussia. ‘Tne leader ves said vo ye Micolosez (sie), 4 Pole, 
assisted by German General Stiff officers. 


PWs reieased from Camp 148/2 in Kreselavea, fifty kilometers east 
.? Duenaburg® state that there were 6,000 prisoners detained there 
in mid-June 1947. In late January 1947, the PWs were asked re- 
teatedly to join the Soviet Army and were promised new eLothing 
auc <neeial rations. Only a small mumber of PWs responded to 
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In March 1947, approximately 2,000 PWs of a camp at . Rumsiskes, 
thirty kilometers east of Kaunas, volunteered for anti-rartisan 
duty. Split into units, they were commanded by German officers 
who in turn were supervised by Soviet officers. At the end of 
March, these troops went into action around Meresch, seventy 
kilometers north of Grodno. The total strength of German and 
Russian troops operating in this area was 10,000. After an 
advance into the region south of Grodno, the Russians had to 
retreat when the partisans, equipped with multiple rocket 
iaunchers and tommyguns, received reinforcements from Suralki. 


In May 1947, 15,000 Soviet troops launched an all-out attack on 


‘the partisans in the Kernowak area,east of Kaunas. They were to 
be joined by German volunteer units, a 
approximately seventy~five percent of these volumteers e er 


essape or go over to the partisans. 


Heresch canno% be located but, ac 


cord to the locati 
given above, is probably synorynous with Merkine 
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